
 
 Jim Pickett–May 13, 2014–Washington, DC 
Chair, IRMA; Dir Prevention Advocacy & Gay Men’s Health, AFC 

Creating Desire 

http://37.media.tumblr.com/e02ec4987981953455500bc499136ec8/tumblr_mvvqq99KGm1qbbb7uo1_250.gif


 Today 
• Preparing for desire 

–IRMA  
–Insights from PrEP                   

“roll out” in U.S. 
–CDC language change 
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 Today 
• Preparing for desire 

–Gay Men’s Health Movement 
–Mapping Pathways project 

• Community-driven strategies                  
for the use of ARVs                                 
as prevention 
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Rectal 
products  

that 
inspire 
people to 
wait in 
line… 







We are  
not “MSM” 



http://deesmh2010.tumblr.com/image/66886722415
http://livingthatmodellife.tumblr.com/














Who is IRMA? 
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1200+             
advocates,     

scientists, funders, 
policymakers from     

6 continents  

16 AIDS Foundation of Chicago is the IRMA secretariat  



Mission: support 
development of  
safe, effective, 

acceptable, and 
accessible  

rectal microbicides  
for all that need them 

17 AIDS Foundation of Chicago is the IRMA secretariat  
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Highly active 
moderated 

listserv   
Website 

Blog, 
Facebook, 

Twitter, 
YouTube  

Global 
teleconferences 

Materials, 
presentations, 

video 
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YouTube 
tinyurl.com/RectalRevEnglish   
tinyurl.com/RectalRevSpanish 

tinyurl.com/RectalRevThai  



20 

tinyurl.com/rectalvid 
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RM advocacy 
and education 

Lubricant 
safety/access 

Engage w/ 
clinical 

research  

Anal health, anal sex 

Funding, civil 
society 
support 

Engage w/  
science and 
community 
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Insights from  
PrEP “roll out” 



Provider problems 

25 

Insights 
from  
PrEP                                         

“roll out” 







Fear (ingrained and new) 
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Insights 
from  
PrEP                                         

“roll out” 
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As someone under 30, I 
can say that I've only 
known a world that is 
full of fear…  

via facebook.com/groups/PrEPFacts 



   DANGER 
RISK   
    FEAR 
   



The fear culture 
has killed intimacy 
for many men. 

via facebook.com/groups/PrEPFacts 





Misinformation 
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Insights 
from  
PrEP                                         

“roll out” 
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     Who for? 

          Side effects 

   Toxicity 

 Insurance, Medicaid 



 This evening 

• What is Project RSP? 
• PEP – the condom broke… 
• PrEP – can a pill a day keep 

HIV away? 
• PrEP 4 today, PrEP 4 

tomorrow 
• Please ask questions! 
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Condom mythology 
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Insights 
from  
PrEP                                         

“roll out” 



38 

The only important 
thing to know and 
do is always wear a 
condom. 
       -  Larry Kramer 
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We interrupt  
this broadcast 
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 Protection w/out condoms 

• January 23 – call between CDC, HIV Prevention 
Justice Alliance and other allies 

• Discussed 2013 MMWR Report on HIV Testing and 
Risk of US Gay, Bisexual and other MSM 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6247.pdf 
– 86 community  orgs sign on to letter critiquing 

language, testing recommendations, 
“unprotected sex” 
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• Sex without condoms does not 
automatically  = “unprotected sex.” 

• Will no longer frame sex without 
condoms as “unprotected.” 
– Protection can mean VL suppression, it can 

mean sero-adaptation, and it can mean PrEP 
(in addition to male and female condoms) 
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 Protection w/out condoms 
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Living is 
a “risk 
behavior” 



Stigma 
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Insights 
from  
PrEP                                         

“roll out” 



Gay-on-Gay Shaming: The New HIV War 

45 

Here are salvos from a new battle: Calling a young, HIV-
negative gay man a "Truvada whore" simply for choosing 
a prevention option with a higher efficacy rate than 
condoms … Turning to the police when you find out the 
guy that just jilted you is HIV-positive. Putting "I'm clean, 
ub2" in your online profile … 
  – Peter Staley in HuffPo 2/28/14 



Gay-on-Gay Shaming: The New HIV War 
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Gay-on-Gay Shaming: The New HIV War 
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Dirty words. 



pleasure 
intimacy 

connection 
emotion 

 
love 



Peace of mind 





http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TekZCnM2_g3Y2M&tbnid=2MlW-MYjuEXxVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.popscreen.com/v/6CdG8/Carries-Mom&ei=hBkyUrevB-ivjALNtYDQAQ&bvm=bv.52109249,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNGWbQy7AkoIR7RQ3d4lcEzUr0J9sA&ust=1379101363837193


                                       

Baggage. 

ignorance 

slut  
shaming 

morality 

judgment 

danger, risk fear 











                                       
choices 

any positive change 

pleasure 
empowerment 

harm reduction 

Carry on. 

responsibility 





 Pleasure. 
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 Intimacy. 



  



Love. 





Gay  
Men’s  
Health 
Movement 



Key features of the gay men’s health movement 

Holistic 

Asset-driven 

Relationally 
focused Informative 

Empowering,  
celebratory 

Multicultural 



Six principles of the gay men’s health movement 



Six principles of the gay men’s health movement 





Published 1 April, 2014 
mappingpathways.blogspot.com 



Political factors 



More concerted 
political advocacy is 
needed, including 
the articulation of 
the connections 

between ARV-based 
prevention and       

the ACA. 



Economic factors 



Given the difficult 
recovery from the 

recession and the negative 
impacts of fiscal policy 
such as sequestration, 
participants in all cities 
were deeply concerned 

about the long term 
prognosis for the 

economy. 



Social factors 



Organizational 
changes in CBOs are 
widely anticipated to 

occur out of 
economic necessity 
and/or to maintain 

relevance in the ACA 
environment. 



Technological factors 



Technological innovation 
in terms of meds, new 

prevention technologies,         
improved HIV and VL 

testing, and care provision 
was seen as an area for 

growth that could have a 
real impact on           

uptake, adherence, and 
outcomes. 



Adaptive approach 



What is most striking is 
that [the] future is not 
driven by the science, it 
is driven by communities 
and the needs of 
implementation. 
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Thank  
you 



 
Jim Pickett 
jpickett@aidschicago.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IRMA 
rectalmicrobicides.org 
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