Section Appendix 16-1

In-depth Interview Questionnaire
MTN 001
Hello, my name is [INTERVIEWER]. I would like to congratulate you for completing the

study, and today I would like to discuss your experiences with being in the Tenofovir study.

I would like to hear your views and learn about any problems and difficulties as well the

positive experiences you have had with the study products. Everything you say is important

to our research and will help us to better understand women’s experiences using Tenofovir

in the trial. Please feel free to speak openly and use any language or words you are most

comfortable using. There are no right or wrong answers. Your name will not be written

anywhere, which means that no one will know it was you who said something.

Since this discussion is very important to us, I would like to record it, with your permission

just to make sure that I do not miss any important things that we will discuss today, and I will

also be taking notes while we talk (confirm their consent). The tapes and notes will be kept

private and safe, your name will not be used and the documents will be destroyed when the

trial is finished. The discussion will take about a half-hour. 

Do you have any questions before we start?

A: Study Experiences (3-5 minutes)

1. What are some of the reasons that you joined the study?

[PROBE: getting tested for HIV; learn more about HIV prevention; compensation

of the study; curiosity/experience; free medical exam; etc

2. What are some of the reasons you stayed until the end?

[PROBE: What did you like about the study?

PROBE: What did you dislike about the study?]

B. Study product experience and use (10 minutes)

3. Please tell me about your experience using the gel and applicator.

[PROBE: What are the things you liked about the gel?

PROBE: What are the things you disliked about the gel?

PROBE: How did you feel about using the applicator?]

4. Please tell me about your experience taking the tablets?

[PROBE: What are the things you liked about the tablets?

PROBE: What are the things you disliked about the tablets?]

5. Please tell me about your experience using the gel together with the tablets.

[PROBE: What are the things you liked about using the gel and tablets together?

PROBE: What are the things you disliked about using the gel and tablets together?]

6. In some instances women prefer using the gel, in other instances women prefer taking the

tablets, and in other instances women prefer using the gel and tablets together. Please tell

me about instances when you preferred using the gel or preferred taking the tablets?

[PROBE: Tell me about the instances when you preferred using only the tablets.

Why did you prefer using only the tablets, and not the gel?

PROBE: Tell me about the instances when you preferred using only the gel. Why did

you prefer using only the gel, and not the tablets?

PROBE: Tell me about the instances when you preferred taking the tablets and gel

together. Why did you prefer using the gel and tablets together?]

C. Product adherence (7-10 minutes)

7. For some women it is not easy to use gel every day; yet for others it is easy. What was

your experience?
[PROBE: Some women were not able to apply the gel everyday. What do you

think could be some of the reasons that made it difficult for them to use the gel

everyday? What made it difficult for you to use the gel every day?
PROBE: Some women were able to use the gel everyday. What do you think

could be some of the reasons that made it easy for them to use the gel everyday?

What made it easy for you to use the gel every day?
PROBE: Can you think of a time where you thought it would be very difficult to use

the gel, but you were still able to use it? If yes, can you tell me more about it?
PROBE: What do you think would make it easier for you to use gel every day?

PROBE: What were some of the things that did help you to use the gel?

PROBE: What were some of the things that helped you to remember to use the gel?

(Would a timer have helped, a friend, a partner?)]

8. For some women it is not easy to take the tablets every day; yet for others it is easy. What

was your experience?

[PROBE: Some women were not able to take the tablets everyday. What do you

think could be some of the reasons that made it difficult for them to take the

tablets everyday? What made it difficult for you to take the tablets every day?

PROBE: Some women were able to take the tablets everyday. What do you think

could be some of the reasons that made it easy for them to take the tablets everyday?

What made it easy for you to take the tablets every day?

PROBE: Can you think of a time where you thought it would be very difficult to

take the tablets, but you were still able to use it? If yes, can you tell me more

about it?

PROBE: What do you think would make it easier for you to take the tablets every

day?

PROBE: What were some of the things that did help you to take the tablets?

PROBE: What were some of the things that helped you to remember to take the

tablets? (Would a timer have helped, a friend, a partner?)]

D. Partners and relationship issues (5-7 minutes)

9. Please describe what information you shared with your partner on your trial participation

and gel/tablet use? (when I say partner I mean your husband, or someone who you

consider to be your primary male sexual partner)

[PROBE: What did you tell your partner about your participation in the trial? How

did your partner react?

PROBE: How did your partner learn that you were using the gel the first time? How

did he react?

PROBE: How did your partner feel about you using the gel?

PROBE: How did your partner learn that you were taking the tablets? How did he

react?]

PROBE: How did your partner feel about you taking the tablets?]

10.Sometimes it is possible to use the gel and/or tablets without your partner noticing. What

has been your experience?

PROBE: Tell me about the times when you told your partner that you were using the

gel. What are some of the reasons you told him? How often did you tell him?

PROBE: Tell me about the times when you told your partner that you were taking

the tablets. What are some of the reasons you told him? How often did you tell him?

PROBE: Have you ever used the gel without your partner knowing? What were the

reasons that you did not tell him?

PROBE: Have you ever taken the tablets without your partner knowing? What were

the reasons that you did not tell him?
PROBE: What would happen if you tried to use the gel and/or tablets without your

partner knowing? How would your partner react if he found out you were taking the

tablets and/or gel without him knowing?
11.Do you think it is important for male partners to be involved in the decision to use the gel

and/or tablets?

[PROBE: What are some of the reasons? How can male partners be more engaged

and empathetic about their partner’s use? Do you think your partner could help you

with using the product every day?]

E. Product Sharing (5-7 minutes)

12.Who knew that you were taking tablets and gel provided by the study?

[PROBE: husband/primary partner, family members, neighbours, clients,

community members

PROBE: how did they find out?

PROBE: Did you want people to know or would you prefer that only you (or you and

your partner) know?]

13.Sometimes family members or friends ask participants in the study to share some of their

gel and/or tablets. Tell me about your experience sharing or someone taking away your

study products.
[PROBE: Tell me about the times that you shared your gel and/or tablets. What are

some of the reasons that you shared your study gel and/or tablets?

PROBE: Tell me about the times that someone took your gel and/or tablets without

your permission. How did it happen? What are some of the reasons that the other

person took your gel and/or tablets without your permission?]

G. Conclusion

14.We do not yet know if the tablets or gel will prevent HIV infection. But thinking ahead

to the future, if they are proven to prevent infection, would you use the gel or tablets?  Why or why not?
Thank you for your time and information.
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